
CONCEPT: PERIODIC TABLE: ELEMENTAL FORMS 
● The elements of the Periodic Table exist in different forms in the natural world.  

□ Monoatomic Elements: Elements that are stable alone when found in nature. (Mono = _______) 
□ Diatomic Elements: Elements that are stable as pairs when found in nature. (Di = _______) 

 
 

□ Polyatomic Elements: Elements that are stable in numbers greater than two. (Poly = _______) 
 

  

 
 

● Homonuclear Compounds: Compounds composed of ___________ elements.  

 
● Heteronuclear Compounds: Compounds composed of ___________ elements. 

 
 

PRACTICE: Which of the following is a homonuclear polyatomic element? 
a) Chlorine  b) Oxygen  c) Hydrogen  d) Iron  e) Selenium 
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EXAMPLE: Which of the following choices represents a monoatomic element that is also a chalcogen?  
a) Boron, B                 b) Sulfur, S                 c) Tellurium, Te                 d) Chlorine, Cl                 e) Lithium, Li   
  
 


