
CONCEPT: INTRO TO AMINO ACIDS 
● Amino acids: molecules containing an ________ and a ____________ functional group, in addition to an ___ side chain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
□ Zwitterion: molecule bearing two groups of ___________ charge. 

● ____ α-amino ( ____________ ) acids make up the building blocks of __________ in living organisms. 
 - They possess ___________ R side chains attached to the α-carbon. 

 

 
 
PRACTICE: What makes every standard amino acid unique? 
a) presence of amino functional group 
b) number of R groups bonded to the α-carbon 
c) types of proteins they form  
d) type of R group bonded to the α-carbon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EXAMPLE: Label all α-amino acids. 
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Physiological pH 7.4


