
CONCEPT: PERIODIC TABLE: ELEMENT SYMBOLS 
Periodic Table History 
● At the end of the 18th century, Antoine Lavoisier compiled a list of 23 elements and their symbols known at the time.  

□ In 1869, Dmitri Ivanovich Mendeleev organized them by their recurring or ______________ chemical properties.  
□ Periodic Law: The system for organizing the elements.   

Element Symbols 
● The Periodic Table can be seen as a grid of element symbols that is ordered in terms of ________ atomic number. 

□ Element Symbol: The abbreviated form of an element.  
    - Most elements it’s based on the first letters of their name.             – 11 elements it’s based on their Latin names.  

 

 
 
PRACTICE: Based on the number of protons each element has, which would you expect to be chemically similar? 
a) Z = 7 and Z = 8      b) Z = 22 and Z = 31       c) Z = 3 and Z = 11      d) Z = 32 and Z = 33 
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EXAMPLE: Name the halogen with the smallest atomic number. 
a) Fluorine, F                 b) Chlorine, Cl                 c) Bromine, Br                 d) Iodine, I                 e) Scandium, Sc   
  
 


